Twenty Million People (My Favorite Year) 3:32
Words by Lynn Ahrens
Music by Stephen Flaherty
Note: Speaking sections omitted

Intro 4 bars

KING KAISER
Aaah!
I’m missing a button

SY
This is crap!

K.C.
Who’s missing the last two pages?

KING KAISER
They told me the caveman sketch was out

ALICE
Would somebody shoot me!

SY
Total crap!

BENJY
Who ordered the black no sugar?

CHORUS GIRLS
Together now, 5, 6, 7, 8!

ALL
Five minutes to go
Oh!

Twenty million people
No, twenty million plus
Twenty million plus Americans watching us
Curling up on sofas
Calling in their pets
Passing out the popcorn
Turning on their television sets
Twenty million ordinary folks

KING KAISER
And your career go down the drain if they don’t like the jokes

ALL
Ninety little minutes to get right
In front of twenty million people
Tonight!

ALL
Twenty million reasons 
We’re guaranteed to bomb
Twenty million small catastrophes 
But we’re calm
Facing every challenge
Performing at our peak
Ninety little minutes up the creek
In front of twenty million people

BENJY
It felt like paradise
It felt like war
It felt like
It felt like 1954
It was the best time I’d ever known
My first jokes were on the air
My first credit shining there
Benjy Stone
Benjy Stone

It’s Saturday night

SEVERAL PEOPLE
I need a new zipper!

SY and OTHERS
This is Crap!

K.C. and OTHERS
Who’s missing the last two pages?!

ALICE
Oh my God!!

KING KAISER
They told me they cut King Tut last night

ALICE
Oh my God!!

SEVERAL GIRLS
Would somebody shoot me here and now!

KING KAISER
If only we had another week

CHORUS GIRLS
Together now, 5, 6, 7, 8!

ALL
One minute to go!

BENJY
God, what a show!

ALL
Twenty million people
Expecting something great
Twenty million

ANNOUNCER
Places everyone!

ALL
It’s too late!
Let the costumes fit,God!
Please keep me on the staff
Make the show a hit God
Most of all, God, let the people laugh
Twenty awful seconds to prepare

GIRLS
You hold your breath

GUYS
You pray for breath

ALL 
And then you’re on the air!

Ninety little minutes to survive
In front of twenty million people

ANNOUNCER
5, 4, 3, 2... Chimes

KING KAISER
Welcome to The King Kaiser Comedy Cavalcade

ALL
Live!

