The Ballet Lesson

I was Musical Director for a Christmas show in 2007 and I devised this comedy sketch -and it went down very well with our audience.

Basically all you need is a ballet barre on stage (LHS), 4 or 5 children/students and one “caretaker”.

My wife Rosemary (ex. Northern Ballet Theatre dancer) kindly recorded the part of the unseen ballet mistress.

The scene begins with the barre on stage.

The dancers come onto the stage when asked to ‘come into the room’.
They go to the barre and go through their exercises as instructed by the ballet mistress.

Enter from the side of the stage “The Cleaner”. (Brown overalls, wellies, brush and pan)

The cleaner sweeps the floor and gets in the way of the dancers.

He does though begin to show an interest in the lesson and tries out a few steps.

To the enjoyment of everyone, he finally joins in with the dancers for the curtsey.

Now the scene could end here. But we carried on – The ‘cleaner’ in our show took off wellington boots and overall to reveal that he was dressed in a tutu! He went on to perform “The Fairy on the Christmas Tree”. (This song is also available)
Guy Dearden
